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Minimal discharges ... 

@ As with all buil<ling materials, minute

quantities of lea<l will lean: the roof during 

its life time. Yet, unlike many other metals 

and minerals, lead discharges arc rapidly 

rendered inert through bin<ling to soil 

particles or to sediment in water courses. 

"Bio-availabilitv' within the eco-systcm is thus 
. . 

extremely limited. 

@ The consumption of lead, both for sheet and

other uses, such as batteries for electrical 

\'chicles, has remained buo)·ant O\'er recent 

)Tars. Howen-r, average hlood kvds have 

been reduced dramaticalh· and continue to 

fall as illustrated below. 
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@ Studies h�· European em·ironmental institutes 

show that s�·nthetic materials developed as an 

alternative to lead sheet can haYe a 

significant global warming impact during 

manufacture. Climak change is now 

recognised as one of the biggest single 

threats to the environment worldwide. 

Helping to ensure sustainable 

Development 

Gowrnments throughout Europe and :forth 

America are putting sustainahlc development 

at the heart of their emironmental agenda. 

By maximizing recycling, minimizing waste 

and through sheer longevity, lead sheet is 

difficult to bl'tter as an example of a sustainable 

building material. 


